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Message from the Executive Director

MATT TANNER
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, UP INDIAN RIVER COUNTY

"The struggles along the way are only meant to shape you for your true
purpose."  That is a message the UP team communicates through our
programs to the 600+ individuals and famil ies that uti l ize our center daily .  

While the challenges of 2021 have often seemed l ike a repeat,  a lready this
year,  we have surpassed 2020’s number of graduates from our Success
Training Employment Program (STEP) ,  and we are currently on pace to
double that number.  For every STEP graduate,  there is a social  cost
avoidance of approximately $52,554 (costs that would otherwise go
towards SNAP, emergency room, housing and unemployment).  

We hosted our f irst UP Job Fair in July,  with over 50 employers and 200
job seekers.  Dozens of adults ( including several  of our STEP graduates)
successfully obtained employment as a result .  

Through our four core programs and our partnerships on campus and
across the county,  UP is leading the charge on l i ft ing l ives towards hope
and prosperity.  Your support is  vital  to this work.  Thank you for being part
of our community.
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Sponsor Spotlight:
American Icon Brewery

By Lindsey Sumpter

“Thank you so much to United Against Poverty and all of their supporters. For
me, it is a pleasure and an honor to support my family doing what I love.
When you believe in your dreams and work hard, anything is possible.”

 

-Tito, who received assistance through UP IRC’s Crisis Stabilization Program and the Stand
Together Fund. This support helped Tito open his own restaurant, Tacos & Beach, serving
authentic Mexican food. Visit Tito at www.tacosandbeachvero.com.

Volunteer Spotlight: Team Lockhart

Melanie Lockhart and her group of homeschoolers
(Ada, Grace, Selah, Burk, Ella) show up Friday
mornings to help out, mainly in our Member Share
Grocery Program (MSGP). These students are
energetic, hardworking, and have a great attitude.
They are willing to learn new tasks and ask
questions. Thank you, from everyone at the North
Vero UP Center! 
 
For volunteer opportunities, contact Megan today at
mbradford@unitedagainstpoverty.org .

You may know American Icon
Brewery for their variety of
brews, delicious burgers, or
unique atmosphere, but you
should also know that they are
a big supporter of UP! They
were heavily involved in this
year's Burgers & Brews as our 

FALL 2021 NEWSLETTER SUPPORT OUR MISSION AT UPIRC.ORG/DONATE

Quote from an UP ParticipantQuote from an UP Participant

VIP Lounge sponsor, a vendor, and a burger competitor! Their support continues as they were a
sponsor for our Inaugural River Raft Regatta. Their support directly impacts our programs to UPlift
those in our community. Learn more at www.americaniconbrewery.com.
 
Thank you to Carl, Head Chef Jesse, and the rest of the AIB team. You all are certainly iconic!

https://tacosandbeachvero.com/
https://upirc.org/


UP Success Story: from Volunteer to STEP graduate
Israel's Story

Programs Update: Our Biggest STEP Graduation of 2021 (so far)

This summer we welcomed our new Programs Director, Sean Howald, as well as two additional
employer partnerships with Massey Services, Inc. and Maximum Shutters. Our campus held a successful
job fair where our participants obtained employment at United Juice and Orchid Island Juice Company. 

This job fair led us to recruit 15 participants for STEP Cohort 41 and hold our largest graduation this year!

We are excited to finish out the year strong with new employer partnerships, doubling our STEP
participation numbers from 2020, and starting the new year with new opportunities. We're Going UP!

Welcome Aboard: Sean Howald, IRC Programs Director

Sean has spent 15 years in non-profit work serving communities in his hometown
of Akron, Ohio. He worked several years with the YMCA, then with Boys & Girls
Clubs of St. Lucie County for the last eight years. Sean has a degree in Community
Health Education from Kent State University, and throughout his career has
developed his staff into true youth development specialists while working with
community partners to give children and their families better opportunities. 

"I am excited to be joining United Against Poverty and working alongside such a
great team that goes above and beyond for their community. I am ready to get
started and to build lasting relationships with all involved with the organization."

Sean and his wife Lori enjoy spending time with their 5 animals. In his free time,
you can find Sean playing golf or softball. 

Israel became involved with United Against Poverty through
volunteering. His desire for a new beginning encouraged him to
pursue our Success Training Employment Program (STEP).
Throughout the cohort, Israel always had something helpful and
insightful to bring to the class. He was able to take the material
taught in STEP and add onto it in a way that his classmates and
facilitator were able to relate and gain further insight. This
dedication led to him being a featured speaker at our
graduation. Since then, Israel has gained employment, secured
a CDL license, and received a $5/hour raise - officially moving
him to economic self-sufficiency! Congratulations, Israel!
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Event Recap: Burgers & Brews 2021
Saturday, June 26, 2021

Downtown Vero Beach  |  1pm-8pm

Thank you for helping make this year the most
successful Burgers & Brews yet! Thousands came out
to try sliders from the burger competition, visit the
vendors, listen to good music, and support a great
cause. Congratulations to American Icon Brewery for
winning the Judge's Choice Award and Marsh Landing
for winning the People's Choice Award.

Save the Date: Trot Against Poverty 5k on Thanksgiving Day



Event Recap: Inaugural River Raft Regatta

Saturday, September 18, 2021
Captain Hirams Resort  |  12pm - 4pm

Thank you to the participants, sponsors, and to Captain
Hirams Resort for hosting our inaugural River Raft
Regatta! Our teams built creative rafts out of recyclable
materials and raced for prizes and glory! All proceeds
benefitted the Vero Beach UP Center, and will support
continuing programming and our mission. Visit UP IRC's
Facebook page to see all the photos from the event!



facebook.com/upindianriver

twitter.com/upindianriver
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Please consider United Against Poverty when making
your Thanksgiving holiday donation plans. Each year,
UP campuses across the state distribute a complete
Thanksgiving dinner -- including the turkey and all the
shelf-stable side dishes -- for a minimal handling fee.
YOUR food donations help make this possible! 

Want to get involved?
Email MBradford@unitedagainstpoverty.org

Connect with UP
United Against Poverty

1400 27th St. Vero Beach, FL 32960
(772) 564-9365

upirc.org

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1400+27th+St,+Vero+Beach,+FL+32960/@27.6475605,-80.403603,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88de5efafb57abf9:0x98c27a091bfe982c!8m2!3d27.6475605!4d-80.4014143
tel:+17725649365
tel:+17725649365

